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BENTON TOWN OFFICERS — 1980
Moderator:
John G. Elliott, Jr. Term Expires 1982
Town Clerk: Marjorie L. Robitzer
Deputy Clerk: Patricia Driscoll
Selectmen:
William J. Harris, Chairman Term Expires 1981
James J. Page Term Expires 1982
James R. White Term Expires 1983
Treasurer: Priscilla T. Boutin
Tax Collector: Maxine M. Tyler
Deputy Collector: Marjorie L. Robitzer
Constable: Roy F. Irwin
Auditor: Robert E. Longpre
Sexton: David W. Harris
Surveyor of Wood and Lumber: William J. Harris
Health Officer: Seraphene R. Harris
Supervisors of the Checklist:
Laura E. Mason Term Expires 1982
Jeanette C. Enderson Term Expires 1984
John G. Elliott, Sr. Term Expires 1986
Ballot Clerk: lona V. Boutin
Ballot Inspector: Katie J. Goodwin
Trustee of Trust Funds:
Scott E. Roden Term Expires 1981
Joseph N. Boutin, Sr. Term Expires 1982
David W. Harris, Chairman Term Expires 1983
Community Building Committee:
Seraphene R. Harris. Chairman
lona V. Boutin Laura E. Mason
Planning Board:
Jean T. Longpre, Secretary Term Expires 1981
John G. Elliott, Jr., Chairman Term Expires 1982
John T. Connell Term Expires 1983
Roy F. Irwin Term Expires 1984
James J. Page, ex officio Term Expires 1982
Board of Adjustment:
Roy Irwin Term Expires 1981
Scott E. Roden Term Expires 1982
Wayne R. Klingler, Chairman Term Expires 1983
Richard E. Saffo Term Expires 1984
Priscilla T. Boutin. Secretary Term Expires 1985
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to vote in Town
affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Building in said
Benton on the second Tuesday ofMarch next (the 10th) at seven o'clock in
the evening to vote and act upon the following subjects:
ARTICLE 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for a term of three
years; Treasurer; Tax Collector; Auditor; Sexton; Constable; Dog Officer;
one Trustee ofTrust Funds for a term of five years; and all other necessary
Town officers and agents for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $177.63 as the Town's share for construction of highways (Town
Road Aid) as provided by Chapter 241 of the Revised Statutes Annotated,
as amended.
ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and authorize
withdrawal from the Federal Revenue Sharing Fund for use as setoffs
against budget appropriations in the amounts indicated; and, further to
authorize the Selectmen to make pro-rata reductions in the amounts if
estimated entitlements are reduced or take any other action hereon.
Appropriation Amount
Ambulance Service $ 100.00
Home Health Service 250.00
Mental Health Service 250.00
Cottage Hospital 450.00
$1,050.00
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize payment, as of this
date, of 20 cents per mile for mileage while on town business and to keep
this rate current with the mileage rate established by the Internal Rev-
enue Service.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to make any alterations in the
amount of money to be raised and appropriated for the ensuing year for
support of the Town as recommended in the budget, to raise and appro-
priate all sums so determined for said purposes, and to pass any other vote
relating thereto.
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of officers
and agents as printed in the town report.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow money for current indebtedness in anticipation of taxes collected
in the year 1981 and to be paid therefrom.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
sell, by sealed bid, land in Benton Hollow known as the Old Town Hall Lot,
consisting of 0.05 acre more or less, as bounded by remnants of the founda-
tion of the Old Town Hall.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
administer or sell any real estate acquired through Tax Collector's deeds.
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize a discount on
current property taxes paid before a date set by the Selectmen if all
previous taxes are paid and will set the amount of said discount.
ARTICLE 11. BY PETITION. To see if the Town will vote to petition the
representative and senator who represent the Town in the General Court
to support in the current session ofthe General Court a concurrent resolu-
tion to amend the State Constitution to limit the annual increase in prop-
erty taxes to five percent and to limit the annual increase in spending by
the state or any city, town, or other governmental unit of the state to five
percent.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Revenue for the Year 1981









Meals and Rooms Tax









Reimbursement a/c Business Profits Tax
1980
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Expenditures for the Year 1981
Compared with Actual Expenditures for the Year 1980
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION






NET VALUATION ON WHICH




































SUMMARY OF PROPERTY, RESIDENT AND YIELD TAXES
SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS









































TAX COLLECTOR'S UNCOLLECTED TAXES
As of December 31, 1980
Levy of 1979
Name Property Resident Yield
Boutin, Carol $ $ 10.00 $
Levy of 1980
Downing, Robert E. 66.50
T P General Contracting Inc. 16.55
Albert, George V. 73.24
Aldrich, Jacob W. & Jacqueline J. 1,050.95
Basnar, Barbara 179.45
Basnar, Reginald & Barbara 58.69
Bierig, Robert W. & Sandra T. 138.04
Bolton, Jeffery M. & Nancy E. 598.00
Boutin, Albert J., Jr. & Paula 38.80 10.00
Boutin, Carol 10.00
Boutin, Darrell 10.00
Boutin, David & Melinda 20.00
Boutin, Paul L., Sr. & Doris 231.78
Boutin, Penny Sue 10.00
Boutin, Ronald G. & April R. 402.99
Chamberlin, Raymond 10.00
Chamberlin, Richard G. & June M.
Chaput, Daniel R. & Denise
Clark, Charles V. & Christina M.






Decocq, Alfred & Paula
Drew, Sharon L.




iott, Benjamin, Sr. et al
ott, Bruce A. & Dorothy I.
ott, Daniel R. & Laurie S.
Elliott, James W. & Margaret D.
Elliott, John G., Jr. & Catherine L.
Elliott, Robert O.
Fenn, Edward & Diane
Fenn, Francis W.
Fenn, Thomas F.
Fernald, Robert & Amy
Germain, Frederick J. & Virginia
Girard, Raymond
Hansen, Joel W.
Hansen, Joel W. & Brendylyn C.
Graziano
Harris, David W.
Harris, John J. & Alice M.
Harris, Michael & Helena L.
62.03
Higgins, David A. & Joan C.
Irwin, Roy F. & Judith A.
Klingler, Wayne R. & Barbara
Lackie, Francis H. & Elizabeth M.
Lorden, Michael J. & Timothy J.
Mardin, Dorothy H.
Markham, Mary L. et al
Mason, Lloyd A. & Laura E.
Mayo, Joseph P. & Judith A.
Morrill, James W.
Mott, Ian M. & Janet L.
Nickles, Raymond C. & Elizabeth P.
Noble, Robert L. & Helen
Page, Ridler W.
Paul, Edward M. & Marion
Plant, James A.
Poirier, Robert J. & Doris M.
Reed, Donald F. & Lois A.
Rodman, Richard L. & Anne L.
Saffo, Richard E. & Stephanie C.
Sherman, Earl & Karen
Simpson, James F. & Beverly A.
Smith, William F. & Denise
Talford, Benjamin F. et al
Thompson, Peter A. & Kimberly L.S.
Vigent, Lynda
White, James R. & Doreen J.
Totals
248.62






















From Tax Anticipation Note:
Lafayette National Bank
From Federal Sources:
Federally Owned Entitlement Lands
Revenue Sharing (by error)
From State Sources:
Meals and Rooms Tax















Debit memo— 1979 USF Check














Balance on Hand 12/31/80
Yield Tax Deposits:





Balance on Hand 12/31/80
Savings Account:





Balance on Hand 12/31/80
$
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries:
William J. Harris, Selectman
James J. Page, Selectman
James R. White, Selectman
Marjorie L. Robitzer, Town Clerk
Maxine M. Tyler, Tax Collector
Priscilla T. Boutin, Treasurer
David W. Harris, Trustee of Trust Fund

























North Country Home Health Agency
White Mountain Mental Health Center
Cottage Hospital








Abatements to Tax Collector
Abatements to Individuals
Overpayments to Tax Collector
Overpaid Yield Tax Deposit















Payment to Savings Account:
















REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
I hereby submit the following report of funds received by me and paid over
to the Treasurer during the fiscal year ending December 31, 1980.
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
There are in the custody of the Trustees the following Trust Funds
bequeathed to the town of Benton. The income received duringtheyear is

















D.M. & K.L. Howe
Ira Whitcher







This year the selectmen and the planning board still meet once a month
at the community building. We had only two dinners last year. The Town
Clerk moved her office into the building March 31, 1980.
We have the paint to paint the building. ANYONE who would like to give
a hand painting are sure WELCOME to help.










Repairs and Supplies 54.45
TOTAL EXPENSES 954.94







YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1980
DISTRICT OFFICERS
SCHOOL BOARD
Mrs. Priscilla Boutin, Chairperson Term Expires 1982
Mrs. Betty Nickles Term Expires 1981
Mrs. Jeannette Enderson Term Expires 1983
Other District Officers
Mr. James Page Moderator
Mrs. Maxine Tyler Treasurer
Mrs. lona Boutin Auditor
Mrs. Jean Longpre Clerk
Mr. Roy Irwin Truant Officer
Mr. Norman H. Mullen Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Harold J. Haskins Assistant Superintendent of Schools
23
TOWN OF BENTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
March 11, 1980
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 P.M. by the Moderator, Mr. James J.
Page. The School Warrant was read by Mr. Page and the following action
was then taken on the articles in the warrant.
Article 1. James J. Page was nominated for the office of Moderator for the
coming year. The motion was seconded and the clerk cast one
ballot.
Article 2. Jean T. Longpre was nominated for the office of Clerk for the
ensuing year. The motion was seconded and the Moderator
cast one ballot.
Article 3. JeannetteEnderson was nominated for the position ofMember
ofthe School Board for aterm ofthree(3)years. The motion was
seconded and the clerk cast one ballot.
Article 4. Maxine Tyler was nominated for the office ofTreasurer for the
ensuing year. The motion was seconded and the clerk cast one
ballot.
Article 5. Jeannette Enderson, Member of the School Board, stated that
the School Board salaries were listed in the budget. The office
of Truant Officer is filled by the Constable and, as his services
have not been needed for several years, there is no salary. A
motion was made and seconded to pass over Article 5. Vote in
the affirmative.
Article 6. Motion made and seconded to pass over Article 6. Vote in the
affirmative.
Article 7. Motion made and seconded to pass over Article 7. Vote in the
affirmative.
Article 8. Priscilla Boutin, Chairperson of the School Board explained
that four children had moved out of town and seven children
had moved into town during the school year. Mr. Harold Has-
kins, Assistant Superintendent of Schools explained that
three pupils had entered the school system in October and
there had been no allowance for them in the budget. He also
stated that one handicapped youngster had been sent to the
Crotched Mountain Rehabilitation Center for vocational
training at a cost of $1,400. It was then moved and seconded to
raise and appropriate the sum of $2,400. The motion was ac-
cepted with one dissenting vote.
Article 9. James Page asked Mr. Haskins for clarification ofthe $2,400.
deficit. Mr. Haskins explained that the deficit applies to the
current school year and that the proposed budget of $86,766.27
refers to the 1980-1981 school year.
The matter of Pupil Transportation was then brought up and
24
Arland Robitzer asked for an explanation for the reason for a
contingency fund. Priscilla Boutin explained that it was to
cover possible gas price increases. Mr. Robitzer then said that
he thought it a poor idea to put it in the budget and suggested
that it could be better handled as a deficit the foUowingyear. A
motion was then made and seconded that Contracted Services
be $11,000.00 instead of $12,000.00 and there be no Contingency
fund. A ballot vote was taken with 6 yes votes and 11 no votes.
The item remains as printed in the Annual Report.
A discussion then followed on tuition costs. Priscilla Boutin
explained that costs next year would go up approximately
$100.00 for each level. Mr. Haskins then explained that the
projected costs would be as follows:
No. of Pupils Cost per pupil Total
1 Kindergarten $ 537.50 $ 537.50
24 Elementary 1,075.00 25,800.00
12 Jr. High 1,450.00 17,400.00
16 Sr. High 1,750.00 28,000.00
$71,737.00
Mr. Haskins then passed out circulars showing how Benton
costs compare with those of other communities in the area. Mr.
Robitzer asked about the cost of transporting Kindergarten
children. It was explained that there are three children and
that they are transported one way by their parents and that
they ride the school bus the other way but at the expense of
their parents.
A motion was then made and seconded that the printed budget
figure for Contracted Services be $11,000.00 instead of
$12,000.00 The motion carried and the figure will be $1,000.00
less than the amount published in the Annual Report.
A motion was then made and seconded that the district raise
and appropriate the sum of $85,677.27 for the support of
schools, for the salaries of school district officers, and agents,
and for the payment of statutory obligations of the district, and
to authorize the application against said appropriation of such
sums as are estimated to be received from the State Founda-
tion Aid fund together with other income; the school board to
certify to the selectmen the balance between the estimated
revenue and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised
by taxes by the town.
Article 10. Following some discussion with Mr. Haskins on basketball
charges a motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion





THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Benton qualified
to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Building in said
district on the 10th day of March, 1981 at 8:30 o'clock in the afternoon to act









1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose one Member of the School Board for a term of
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and Truant Officer and fix the compensation of other offi-
cers or agents of the district.
6. To hear reports of Agents, Committees, or Officers chosen
and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees, in relation to
any subject embraced in this Warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and ap-
propriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of
school district officials and agents and for the payment of
statutory obligations of the district and to authorize the
application against said appropriation of such sums as are
estimated to be received from the state foundation aid
fund together with other income; the school board to cer-
tify to the selectmen the balance between the estimated
revenue and appropriation, which balance is to be raised
by taxes by the town.
9. To transact any other business that may legally come be-
fore said meeting.




School Board of Benton




School Board of Benton
















2311 School Board Services
110 Salaries
530 Printing, Petty Cash















ESTIMATED INCOME FOR 1981-1982
1000 Revenue from Local Sources
1100 Taxes
1120 Current Appropriation $88,106.90
1900 Other Revenues from Local Sources
1920 Trust Fund Income 101.77
3000 Revenue from State Sources
3100 Unrestricted Grants-in-Aid
3120 Sweepstakes 1,063.32
4000 Revenue from Federal Sources
4800 Revenue in Lieu of Taxes
4810 Forest Reserve 4,293.41
TOTAL APPROPRIATION $93,565.40
We recommend that the District adopt the Proposed Budget and raise the appro-
priate sum of $94,382.90 for the school year 1981-1982.





I move that the District raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment
of statutory obligations of the district, the sum of $94,382.90.
REVISED INCOME FOR 1980-1981
Unencumbered Balance $ 855.07
1000 Revenue from Local Sources
1100 Taxes
1120 Current Appropriation 81,763.70
1900 Other Revenue from Local Sources
1920 Trust Fund Income 101.77
3000 Revenue from State Sources
3100 Unrestricted Grants-in-Aid
3120 Sweepstakes 1,063.32
4000 Revenue from Federal Sources
4800 Revenue in Lieu of Taxes
4810 Forest Reserve 4,293.41
TOTAL $88,077.27
28
STATEMENT OF BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES















1400 OUTGOING TRANSFER ACCOUNTS
1477 Expenditures to Other School Districts,
Public Academies, or Administrative
Units in the State
.1 Tuition
*.3 District Share of School
Administrative Unit #23
Contingency Fund











STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1979 $ 116.20
Received from Local Sources
Current Appropriation 69,379.80
Deficit Appropriation 2,279.55
Other Revenue from Local Sources
Earnings from Permanent Funds & Endowments 101.77
Revenue from State Sources — Sweepstakes 1,050.85
Revenue from Federal Sources
National Forest Reserve 4,293.41
TOTAL $77,221.58
Payments
Orders of School Board 77,191.13
Cash on Hand at End of Year





Fiscal Year July 1, 1979 to June 30, 1980
School District of Benton
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1979 $ 116.20
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation $71,659.35
Revenue from State Sources 1,050.85
Revenue from Federal Sources 4,293.41
Received as Income from Trust Funds 101.77
TOTAL RECEIPTS $77,105.38
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE
FOR FISCAL YEAR 77,221.58
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID 77,191.13





This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouchers, bank
statements and other financial records of the treasurer of the school
district of Benton, N.H. of which the above is a true summary for the fiscal





REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
I herewith submit my sixteenth annual report to the voters ofthe Monroe
School District.
All of a sudden it is very popular to be known as a staunch right wing
conservative interested in many causes, such as: exploitation of fear and
anger of a society in transition; budget slashing in social services area
such as hot lunch program, compensatory education, handicapped educa-
tion, social security, and many others.
It is true that education has cost more than any other service during the
past twenty years but, also, take a long hard look at what public education
has been asked and told to accomplish duringthat period of time. We have
been practically told to "bring up" America's young people from the cra-
dle to eighteen years of age.
We, the schools, are not equipped to do everything everyone expects us
to do. If we are expected to provide human services, educational services,
psychological services, health services, and others; we need the help of
the entire community not only in terms of financial support, but in moral
and physical support. If we are to change, we must all redefine our roles
and not simply say or think, "Let the school do it."
Some of our politicians have commented that "The New Deal died on
November 5." Ifthe New Deal did die than what will be the consequence of
the programs initiated by Lyndon Johnson (Head Start, Title I, etc.) to
those byJames E. Carter. They are still law, and until someone changes the
law who will support them if funds are non-existent?
If President Reagan and his budget cutters seek to trim those promised
billions from the federal budget, they should wield their axes gingerly.
The administration will be challenged to develop new programs for disad-
vantaged students—programs that fit into the conservative philosophy
without negating investments that have already been made. The Congress
has opened its heart and soul to the handicapped in this country by writing
and implementing a law that serves as the Magna Carta for those less
fortunate members of our society, but they, the Congress, have sat on their
pocketbooks as far as paying for the programs they have instituted.
An interesting notion is developing in Congress and that is a form of
revenue sharing for education: the "block grant." The federal government
now has scores of grant programs in education, some large and most small.
But, currently, each program has its own regulation, its own application
forms, and its own paperwork requirements. Under handicapped educa-
tion, for example, there are now separate grant programs for research,
teacher training, "model projects," preschool programs, and others.
There must be a better way to help schools, and the present occupant of
the White House thinks he has one. The proposition is to lump money for
the small programs into a few large categories, such as aid for the hand-
icapped, vocational education and compensatory education. Why not give
each state one block grant for each category of education and let the state
spend the money as it chooses?
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The bottom line in this report deals with the realization of how to deal
with programs already functioning with federal and state dollars if we
suddenly find our funds cut from under us. Some areas of concern.
1. School lunch and milk programs. This program has already been cut
and with federal monies eliminated, how will the programs continue?
2. Handicapped Programs. If we are to continue the programs we have,
we will need funding from both state and federal sources.
3. Driver Education. State monies are in jeopardy. Do we continue pub-
lic support, or let the private sector take over?
4. Compensatory Education. Title I has been singled out as a program to
be cut by 50%.
5. Vocational Education. Again, an area which will receive close
scrutiny.
6. School Library Services. Funds are certain to be eliminated, or the
whole program scrapped.
A more positive aspect of this report deals with the S.A.U. #23 Multi-
Handicapped Center located at the Woodsville Elementary School. We are
providing services for thirteen youngsters from various districts in the
Unit who otherwise would have to be tuitioned to other centers in the area.
From a financial point of view, with the advent of the Center we have been
able to save approximately $30,000.00 in expenditures for individual dis-
tricts. From an educational viewpoint, we see tremendous social, personal
and educational achievement in these youngsters.
Although this Center is catering to the multi-handicapped, we are in the
discussion stages of expanding the services to possibly the elderly, the
gifted and talented, the infant stimulation programs, and others. We feel
we have the vehicle to provide the service, but must now develop the
logistics for the entire operation. This will not come to fruition im-
mediately, but is part and parcel of our long range plans to include all
agencies in our S.A.U. for services to infants and the elderly.
There has been considerable debate as to the tuition Benton is payingto
the Haverhill Cooperative. Tuition is based on the per pupil cost of the
receiving district and reflects increases in local district costs.
When one compares the per pupil tuition charge over a period of years,
one can only surmise that the charge is not excessive when compared to
other schools in the area, but that the large increases are due to the
increased number of children. Voters will please read the enclosed facts
and figures which have been researched over a period from 1970-71 to
1980-81.
May I express my appreciation to the school board and voters of Benton









Section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953 of the State of New Hampshire
requires that school district annual reports show the total amount paid to
the superintendent and assistant superintendent.
One-half of the supervisory union expenses is prorated among the sev-
eral school districts of the Unit on the basis of adjusted valuation. One-
half is prorated on the basis of average daily membership in the schools
for the previous schoolyear ending June 30. The Superintendent of S.A. U.
#23, during the 1980-1981 school year, will receive a salary of $30,000.00
prorated among the several school districts. The Assistant Superinten-
dent will receive a salary of $24,844.00, prorated among the several school
districts. Allowance for travel within the Unit for the Superintendent is
$3,000.00 and for the Assistant Superintendent, $2,000.00 also prorated as
stated above.
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REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND STATE FOREST FIRE SERVICE
Forest Fire Prevention: Your Business, Our Business, Good Business.
Forest fire prevention slogans have been seen in association with Smokey
Bear since the late nineteen forties when a national effort to check the
spread of forest fires was implemented.
New Hampshire residents recognized that forest fire prevention and
suppression was the responsibility of every citizen, a half century before
this national campaign, when our legislature established our first forest
fire laws in 1903. Since that date, the State has appointed a town/city forest
fire warden who is responsible for forest fire law enforcement in his
municipality.
All fires kindled out of doors when there is no snow on the ground must
be approved in writing by the forest fire warden before being kindled. All
forest fires must be suppressed by the warden and his deputies as soon as
they are reported. The cost of fire suppression is shared jointly by the
town/city and the State of New Hampshire, as are forest fire prevention
and forest fire training costs.
This state and local municipality cooperative forest fire program has
given New Hampshire one of the best forest fire records in the United
States.
Forest Fire Statistics 1980
No. of Fires* No. of Acres**
State of N.H. 1,226 693






* Includes Short Fire Reports
** Includes woods and grass
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BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF BENTON, N.H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1980
Date of Birth and
Name of Child
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